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The Apostles Are Coming To Your City, Ready or Not
Apostlarna Kommer Till Din stad, Redo eller Ej

by Orell Steinkamp, The Plumbline, Vol. 6, No. 2, March/April 2001
av Orell Steinkamp, The Plumbline (Lodlinjen)

In a previous issue of PLUMBLINE, | described the efforts of C. Peter Wagner to create a New Apostolic Reformation
(NAR) which he predicts will be even greater in scope and significance than the Protestant Reformation of the 1500's.
The centerpiece of the movement is the purported restoration, by God, of the NT office-gift of "Apostle’ to the end-time
church.

| ett tidigare nummer av PLUMBLINE (LODLINJE) beskrev jag anstréingningarna/satsningarna av C. Peter Wagner fér
att skapa en Ny Apostolisk Reformation (NAR) som han férutspdr kommer att bli énnu stérre i omfattning och
betydelse én den Protestantiska Reformationen pa 1500-talet. Kirnan i rérelsen dr den pdstadda restaureringen,
genom Gud, av NT dmbets-gavan "Apostel” till sista tidens kyrka.

Now Wagner and his apostolic buddies are attempting to move from vision to reality. In an article titled, APOSTOLIC
REFORMATION on his Website www.globalharvestministries.org he reveals moves that are currently underway, to
implement his apostolic reformation. In this article he restates the goals and also the preliminary means to implement
them.

Wagner och hans apostoliska kompisar férséker nu att ga fran vision till verklighet. | en artikel med titeln, APOSTOLISK
REFORMATION pa sin hemsida www.globalharvestministries.org (denna sida har nu blivit en “kristen resurs sida”...)
avsldjar han beslut/utspel som pagdr fér ndrvarande , fér att genomféra sin apostoliska reformation. | denna artikel
upprepar han mdlen och dven de preliminédra medlen fér att genomféra dem.

Goal: Mal:

Wagner asserts: NAR is an extra-ordinary work of God at the close of the 20th century that to a significant extent is
changing the shape of Protestant Christianity around the world. For almost 500 years Christian churches have largely
functioned with traditional denominational structures of one kind or another. Within this reformation, Wagner sees a
growing recognition of present day apostolic ministries who are giving birth to their own family of leaders and churches
to whom they have a relational commitment. Within New Apostolic Christianity, this governmental authority is being
exercised in the local church by the pastor and on a translocal level by apostles who operate with a relational

authority. Wagner sees what is happening in the NAR as key to world harvest.

Wagner héivdar: NAR dir ett extraordinéirt Gudsverk i slutet av 1900-talet som i betydande utstréickning forédndrar
formen av Protestantisk Kristendom i vérlden. | néstan 500 dr har Kristna kyrkor till stor del fungerat med traditionella
konfessionella/samfunds strukturer av ett eller annat slag. Inom denna reformation, ser Wagner ett vixande
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erkénnande av dagens apostoliska ministries som féder fram sin egen familj av ledare och kyrkor till vilka de har ett
relationellt engagemang. Inom Nya Apostoliska Kristendomen, utévas denna regeringsauktoritet i den lokala
férsamlingen av pastorn och pa en translokal niva av apostlar som fungerar med en relationsauktoritet. Wagner ser
det som hénder i NAR som nyckel till véirldens skérd.

Wagner sees apostles as being at the peak of their (own) networks and the people in their networks as accountable to
them. It is here in the article that the accountability of the apostles is addressed and Wagner begins to refer to the
means of implementing the apostolic structure.

Wagner ser apostlarna vara pa toppen av sina (egna) néitverk och folket i deras néitverk som ansvariga infér dem.
Det dr hdr i artikeln som apostlarnas ansvarsskyldighet adresseras och Wagner bérjar hénvisa till medel fér att
genomféra den apostoliska strukturen.

Implementation: Implementering / Genomférande:

The New Apostolic Roundtable: Det Nya Apostoliska Runda bordet:

Wagner is personally involved in an accountability structure called the "New Apostolic Roundtable.” Twenty-five
apostles were invited to join as members and they plan to meet together annually, the week after Easter. Eventually,
the names of the roundtable will be made public.

Wagner dir personligen involverad i en ansvarstagande struktur som kallas det "Nya Apostoliska Runda bordet."
Tjugofem apostlar var inbjudna att delta som medlemmar och de planerar att tréffas varje dr, veckan efter pdsk. Sa
smdningom kommer namnen pa de runda borden att offentliggéras.

The International Coalition of Apostles: Den Internationella Koalitionen av Apostlar:

Because this movement is growing so rapidly around the world, Wagner also sees a need for a larger kind of structure.
As a result he and a number of others have formed what they call the International Coalition of Apostles. They have
sent out their first invitations in January of this year and have just passed one hundred and fifty members. Wagner
expects that they will ultimately attract from five hundred to one thousand members (solicited by invitation only). They
plan to hold an annual meeting along with occasional regional summits across America and around the world.
Eftersom denna rérelse vixer sa snabbt éver vérlden, ser Wagner ocksad ett behov av en stérre typ av struktur. Som ett
resultat har han och ett antal andra bildat vad de kallar den Internationella Koalitionen av Apostlar. (Detta ér ”ICA”
som Johannes Amritzer — SOS Mission — ér medlem i...)

De har skickat ut sina férsta inbjudningar i januari i Gr och har just passerat etthundrafemtio medlemmar. Wagner
férvdntar sig att de i slutdndan kommer att locka fran femhundra till ettusen medlemmar (virvade endast via
inbjudna). De planerar att hdlla arsméte tillsammans med enstaka regionala toppméten éver hela Amerika och runt
om i vdrlden.

Apostles to the Cities: Apostlar till Stédderna:

In Wagner's new book, APOSTLES OF THE CITY: HOW TO MOBILIZE THE TERRITORIAL APOSTLES FOR CITY
TRANSFORMATION, he attempts to describe what the local role of these apostles might be. He defines Apostles to the
City as those "whom the Holy Spirit gives an anointing for extraordinary authority in spiritual matters over the other
Christian leaders in the same city." While not excluding others, Wagner hypothesizes that the most extensive pool for
identifying apostles of the city is among the mega churches.

| Wagners nya bok, STADENS APOSTLAR: HUR MAN MOBILISERAR OMRADESAPOSTLARNA FOR STADSFORVANDLING,
férséker han beskriva vad den lokala rollen for dessa apostlar skulle kunna vara. Han definierar Apostlar till Staden
som de "som den Helige Ande ger en smérjelse fér extraordindr auktoritet i andliga fragor 6ver de andra Kristna
ledarna i samma stad." Aven om han inte utesluter andra, framstéller Wagner hypotesen att den mest omfattande
sammanslagningen fér att identifiera apostlar i staden dr bland megakyrkorna.



Wagner notes that extra-denominational alignments are already occurring, which provide the ideal structure for
recognizing the Apostles in the city. He sees it highly probable that we will begin to see the development of
spontaneous territorial spheres which will rise to a higher importance than traditional denominational affiliations.
When asked what he thought the main stumbling block would be, that would keep leaders from embracing the
Apostolic Reformation, Wagner cites "a commitment to tradition amongst ministers." Wagner states: "l think that
some are bound by religious forms and functions that are ineffective and | think in many cases it is demonic influence."
Wagner konstaterar att allianser utanfér samfunden redan férekommer, vilket ger en idealisk struktur fér
erkédnnande av Apostlarna i Staden. Han ser det som mycket troligt att vi kommer att bérja se utvecklingen av
spontana territoriella omrdden/sfiarer som kommer att 6ka till en hégre betydelse dn traditionella samfundsanslutning.
Pd fragan vad han trodde den huvudsakliga stétestenen skulle vara, som skulle hindra ledare frdn att omfamna den
Apostoliska Reformationen, citerar Wagner "ett engagemang fér traditionen bland prdster och pastorer." Wagner
pdstdr: "Jag tror att en del dr bundna av religiésa former och funktioner som dr ineffektiva och jag tror att i mdnga fall
ér det demoniskt inflytande." Manipulation! Att géra "motstandarna” till demoniskt paverkade dr ett bra knep att fa
alla att medarbeta — ingen vill bli klassad att ha demoniskt inflytande!!!

Pastors are you ready to be placed under certain translocal apostles who are identified by other translocal apostles? |
think | feel a college of Cardinal/Apostles coming on. Church members, are you ready to implement what these
apostles pass on to you, via you pastor? District superintendents, are you ready to move over for a newly appointed
apostle? | am sure many of you tire of denominational Christianity with its penchant for politics and power and
parochialism but are these new apostles immune from these very forces? Are they somehow unaffected by the same
fleshly forces that create some of the undesirable features of denominationalism? Does not the NAR smack of an
attempt to replace one power structure with another? We already have a denomination called the Apostolic Church. |
noticed that the new apostles are to be recognized by "invitation only." Is not this already a sort of insider 'good ole
boys club'in the making? | wonder if they have been free of politics even to this point. There will, of course, have to be
a "preeminent" or "leading" apostle. How will he be recognized? Will these cloistered apostles meet in secret and send
out the message by smoke, ala the Roman Catholic College of Cardinals, that a new preeminent and leading apostle
has been chosen? | have seen the rumored statement on the Internet that Wagner has been designated the pre-
eminent Apostle. It figures, for it was his baby from the beginning.

Pastorer dr ni redo att séttas under vissa translokala apostlar som identifieras av andra translokala apostlar? Jag tror
att jag kdnner att ett kollegium av Kardinal/ Apostlar framtrédder. Kyrkomedlemmar, ér ni redo att genomféra det som
dessa apostlar formedlar till er, via er pastor? Distrikts superintendenter, dr ni redo att flytta pa er fér en nytilltrddd
apostel? Jag dr sdker pa att mdanga av er tréttnar pa konfessionell/samfunds Kristendom med dess béjelse for politik
och makt och lokalpatriotism, men dr dessa nya apostlar immuna mot just dessa krafter? Ar de pd ndgot sétt
opdverkade av samma kéttsliga krafter som skapar ndgra av de oénskade karaktdrsdragen av Denominationalism/
Samfundstédnkande? Ar inte NAR en anstrykning av ett férsék att erséitta en maktstruktur med en annan? Vi har
redan ett samfund som kallas den Apostoliska Kyrkan. Jag mdérkte att de nya apostlarna endast blir erkénda via
"endast inbjudan". Ar inte detta redan en sorts insider "gamla grabbars Klubb" i vardande? Jag undrar om de hittills
har varit fria fran politik, dven hittills. Det kommer, naturligtvis, behévas en "framstdende" eller "ledande" apostel.
Hur kommer han att erkdnnas/medgivas? Kommer dessa klosterlika apostlar att tréffas i hemlighet och skicka
meddelandet genom rék, ala den Romersk-katolska Kardinalh6gskolan, att en ny framstdende och ledande aposteln
har valts? Jag har sett ryktesuttalande pad Internet att Wagner har utsetts till den mest framstdende Aposteln. Det
verkar troligt, for det var hans baby/skétebarn fran bérjan.

It amazes me that virtually no one is challenging Wagner and his apostle buddies. Perhaps you have not known about
it or perhaps you don't take it seriously, assuming it will just go away. The Apostles will not just go away and one day
they will possibly arrive in your area. Will you accept them or will you respectfully challenge this NAR on Biblical
grounds?

Det férvanar mig att sa gott som ingen utmanar Wagner och hans apostlakompisar. Kanske du inte har vetat om
det eller kanske du inte tar det pd allvar, och férutsdtter att det bara kommer att férsvinna. Apostlarna kommer
inte bara att férsvinna och en dag kommer de antagligen att komma till ditt omrdde. Kommer du att acceptera dem
eller kommer du att respektfullt utmana detta NAR pa bibliska grunder?



Paul, The Last Apostle Paulus, Den Siste Aposteln

Today we often refer to some people as apostles, when speaking of an effective church planter (for example, William
Carey was an apostle to India). In this sense, we all agree that there are still missionary apostles with us today. The NT
also refers to this broad use of the term "apostle." In this instance, 'apostle’ simply means ‘messenger’ or ‘one sent' on
a specific mission (John 13;16; 11 Cor. 8:3; Phil. 2:25). These references, however, are never confused in the NT with
the restricted and special meaning of the office of apostle. These 'apostles of Christ’, along with those who held the
prophetic office, were part of the foundation of the church with Jesus Christ, himself the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20).
Walter Martin described their foundational role in this way: "We do not have 20 incarnations of Christ, one for each
century since the founding of the church and neither do we have apostles with this function identical to these
foundational apostles.”" (Martin, New Cults, p. 279)

Idag hdnvisar vi ofta till vissa ménniskor som apostlar, nér man talar om en effektiv kyrkoplanterare (till exempel,
William Carey var en apostel i Indien). | denna mening dr vi alla 6verens om att det fortfarande finns missiondrs-
apostlar med oss idag. NT hdnvisar ocksa till denna breda anvindning av termen "apostel”. | detta fall betyder
"apostel" helt enkelt "budbdrare" eller "en som dr sénd" pa ett sdrskilt uppdrag (Joh 13:16, 11 Kor 8:03, Fil 2:25).

Dessa referenser, blandas dock aldrig ihop i NT med den begriinsade och speciella innebérden av apostlaémbetet.
Dessa "Kristi apostlar”, tillsammans med dem som héll det profetiska dmbetet, var en del av grunden till kyrkan med
Jesus Kristus, han sjdlv hérnstenen (Ef 2:20). Walter Martin beskrev deras grundldggande roll pé detta sdtt: "Vi har inte
20 inkarnationer av Kristus, en for varje drhundrade sedan grundandet av kyrkan och inte heller har vi apostlar med
denna funktion som dr identiska med dessa grundldggande apostlar.” (Martin, New Cults (Nya kulter), s. 279)

NT Qualifications for Foundational Apostles: NT Kvalifikationer fér Grundldggande Apostlar:

1. NT apostles were required to be eyewitnesses of the resurrected Jesus. This is indicated in Acts 1:22 when Peter
insist that the replacement to Judas "must become with us a witness to His resurrection." Paul in defending his
apostleship says: "Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen our Lord?" (I Cor. 9:1) In recounting those to whom Jesus
appeared Paul says: "After He was seen by James and then by all the apostles, then last of all he was seen by me also
as one "born out of due time." (I Cor. 15:7,8 NKJV) Christ had ascended before Paul was converted but through a
miraculous appearance Christ revealed himself to Paul. Last of all the apostles, Paul saw the risen Jesus. "Last of all"
can only be an adverb describing something that is last in a series (this is especially true when there is a serial
presentation, such as then ... then). Paul is thus the 'last of all' apostles. Those who assert that God has restored this
office of apostle to the endtime church will have the apostle Paul to contend with.

1. NT apostlar var tvungna att vara 6gonvittnen till den uppstandne Jesus. Detta anges i Apostlagdrningarna 1:22 nér
Petrus insisterar att ersdttaren till Judas "mdste bli ett vittne med oss om Hans uppstdndelse." Paulus sdger for att
férsvara sitt apostlaskap: "Ar jag inte en apostel? Har jag inte sett vdr Herre?" (I Kor 9:1.) | uppréknandet av de som
Jesus visade sig for sdger Paulus: "Ddérefter blev han seed av Jakob och sedan av alla apostlarna, sedan allra sist blev
han édven sedd av mig som en som dr fédd fér tidigt." (1 Kor. 15:7,8 NKJV) Kristus hade uppstdtt innan Paulus blev
omvdnd men genom ett mirakulést framtréddande uppenbarade sig Kristus fér Paulus. Sist av alla apostlarna sdg Paulus
den uppstdndne Jesus."Sist av alla "kan endast vara ett adverb som beskriver ndgot som dr sist i en serie (detta dr
sdrskilt sant ndr det finns en seriell presentation, t.ex. dd ... dd). Paulus dr alltsa den "siste av alla" apostlar. De som
hdvdar att Gud har aterupplivat detta apostladmbete till sluttidens kyrka har aposteln Paulus att strida med.

2. Foundational Apostles were directly commissioned by Christ Himself Paul repeatedly asserts that his apostleship was
by direct divine appointment (Rom. 1: 1; Gal. 1: 1).

2. De Grundldggande Apostlarna gavs direkt uppdrag av Kristus sjdlv Paulus hévdar flera gdnger att hans apostlaskap
var genom direkt gudomligt méte (Rom. 1:1, Gal 1:1).

Who were these foundational Apostles? Vilka var dessa grundldggande Apostlar?

First there were the initial twelve with Matthias replacing Judas. So important are these charter members that we read
that their names will be inscribed on the foundations of the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 21:14).



Fér det férsta sa var det de férsta tolv med Mattias som ersatte Judas. Sa viktiga dr dessa privilegiemedlemmar att vi
ldser att deras namn kommer att vara inskrivna pd grunden av det himmelska Jerusalem (Upp 21:14).

Second, there apparently were a very few more who had also seen Jesus and been commissioned by Him. Acts 14:14
calls both Barnabus and Paul apostles. James the brother of Jesus is called an apostle in Galations 1:19. Andronicus
and Judas were called apostles in Romans 16:7.

Fér det andra, fanns det uppenbarligen ndgra ytterligare fG som ocksd hade sett Jesus och fatt uppdrag av honom.
Apostlagdrningarna 14:14 kallar bade Barnabas och Paulus apostlar. Jakob Jesu broder kallas en apostel i
Galaterbrevet 1:19. Andronikus och Junias kallades apostlar i Romarbrevet 16:7.

Wayne Grudem, a sometimes ally to current prophetic utterances, however, is absolutely convinced that there are no
NT apostles today. He states: "Since no one today can meet the qualifications of having seen the risen Christ with his
own eyes, there are no apostles today. In place of living apostles present in the church to teach and govern it, we have
instead the writings of the apostles in the books of the NT. Those NT scriptures fulfill for the church today the
absolutely authoritative teaching and governing functions which were fulfilled by the apostles themselves during the
early years of the church." (Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy in the NT and Today, p. 276).

Wayne Grudem, ibland allierad till aktuella profetiska uttalanden, dr dock helt 6vertygad om att det inte finns ndgra
NT apostlar idag. Han sédger: "Eftersom ingen idag kan méta kvalifikationerna av att ha sett den uppstandne Kristus
med egna 6gon, sa det finns inga apostlar idag. | stéllet for levande apostlar ndrvarande i kyrkan fér att undervisa och
regera den, har vi istdllet apostlarnas skrifter i béckerna i NT. De NT skrifterna uppfyller for kyrkan idag den absolut
auktoritativa undervisningen och regeringsfunktioner som uppfylldes av apostlarna sjéilva under de férsta dren av
kyrkan."(Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy in the NT and Today (Profetians Gdva i NT och Idag), s. 276).
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